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WHITE PAPER 05 | FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

The Three Broker Bond
Clocks
The new broker financial responsibility rule is not one seven-day clock. It is three

different clocks with three different owners.

$75,000 7 calendar
days

2 business
days

7 business
days

required financial security trust asset liquidity requirement provider notification clock broker response before suspension

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Brokers and freight forwarders must maintain seventy-five thousand dollars of financial security through the applicable

bond or trust filing.

Beginning January 16, 2026, qualifying trust assets must be liquidatable within seven calendar days, while a provider

must notify FMCSA within two business days after a qualifying reduction or financial failure determination.

A broker must respond to a pending suspension notice within seven business days with evidence that the notice was

wrong, the security was restored, or claims were satisfied without using the security.

01 Calendar days and business days do different jobs
The 2026 rule tightened which assets may support a BMC-85 trust and how quickly the system responds when security

drops below the required amount. The seven-calendar-day standard describes how quickly qualifying trust assets must

be convertible to cash.

The two-business-day standard governs provider notification to FMCSA. The seven-business-day standard governs the

broker's response after service of FMCSA's pending suspension notice. Mixing these clocks can create a late response

even when someone remembers the number seven.

Clock Owner Trigger Required action

Seven calendar days Trust provider Asset eligibility Hold only qualifying assets that can
be liquidated within the required
period
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Clock Owner Trigger Required action

Two business days Surety or trust provider Security drops below seventy-five
thousand dollars or qualifying
financial failure is determined

Notify FMCSA electronically with
required information

Seven business days Broker or freight forwarder Service of FMCSA pending
suspension notice

Provide written evidence that
resolves the notice

Evidence: Broker and Freight Forwarder Financial Responsibility Rule Overview and Compliance Requirements, Notifications and Responses to
FMCSA by Surety and Trust Providers, Brokers and Freight Forwarders, Correcting Amendments to Broker and Freight Forwarder Financial
Responsibility

02 The provider change can suspend the broker
FMCSA's 2026 guidance limits which entities can serve as BMC-85 trustees. A broker relying on an ineligible trustee can

be required to obtain a replacement filing. If the replacement is not filed within the allowed process, authority can be

suspended.

The operational response is vendor governance. Confirm provider eligibility, named contacts, notice destinations, and

escalation paths before a claim or compliance event starts the clock.

- Know whether the filing is BMC-84 or BMC-85.

- Know the exact provider and account identifier.

- Confirm who receives FMCSA electronic and mailed notices.

- Maintain a same-day escalation path to finance, leadership, and counsel.

- Do not assume a payment to the provider automatically updates FMCSA.

Evidence: Broker and Freight Forwarder Rule Notification Educational and Compliance Guide, Broker and Freight Forwarder Financial
Responsibility Rule Overview and Compliance Requirements

03 The response file must prove resolution
FMCSA lists three response paths: show that the notification was sent in error, show that the surety bond or trust fund

was restored to the required amount, or show that pending claims were satisfied without use of bond or trust assets.

Provider verification is required for restoration or satisfaction paths.

A reply that says we are working on it does not match the evidence standard. The response owner should assemble the

notice, filing identifiers, provider contact, claim details, payment or restoration proof, and provider confirmation.

1. Timestamp the notice when received.

2. Identify the deadline using business days and the service date.

3. Open an executive incident with one accountable owner.

4. Confirm the trigger directly with the surety or trustee.

5. Choose the evidence path: error, restoration, or claims satisfied outside the security.

6. Obtain provider verification.

7. Submit through the FMCSA process and preserve proof of delivery.

8. Monitor authority status until the incident is formally closed.
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Evidence: Notifications and Responses to FMCSA by Surety and Trust Providers, Brokers and Freight Forwarders, Broker and Freight Forwarder
Rule Notification Educational and Compliance Guide

04 Build the control before the notice
The rule turns the bond or trust into an operational continuity control. A missed inbox, former employee, wrong mailing

address, or unmonitored provider contact can become an authority suspension.

Test the process with a tabletop exercise. Give the team a sample pending suspension notice on a Friday afternoon and

see whether the right people can identify the deadline, provider, evidence path, and submission method within one hour.

The compliance clock should never depend on one person's memory or one inbox.

Evidence: Notifications and Responses to FMCSA by Surety and Trust Providers, Brokers and Freight Forwarders

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS
1. Create a bond and trust incident playbook with named primary and backup owners.

2. Verify provider eligibility, notice addresses, and escalation contacts quarterly.

3. Run a tabletop test that includes a Friday notice and a federal holiday.

QUESTIONS WORTH ASKING NEXT
- Who owns the seven-business-day response today?

- Can your provider verify restoration fast enough to support the written response?

LIMITS AND CAUTIONS
- The seven-calendar-day asset rule and seven-business-day response rule are distinct. Do not substitute one for the

other.

- Specific notice timing can depend on service and current FMCSA instructions. Confirm the live rule and notice.

- This paper is operational education, not legal or surety advice.
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